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Abstract
Research on Palaeolithic societies has mainly focused on archaeological deposits and
rock art. In contrast, the location and characteristics of the sites where these forms of
evidence are found: rock-shelters and caves in the case of Cantabrian Spain, have hardly
been studied systematically with the application of a specific methodology. However, these
places, whatever the activity that was carried out in them, are an important component
of the archaeological record, as they were chosen by hunter-gatherer societies for particular
purposes. The integration of spatial information with data from the archaeological record
sensu stricto is able to generate solid hypotheses about the role of the sites in their social
context. This is not only of interest from a materialistic/subsistence perspective, as the
choice of a certain site may be determined by more subtle factors, such as the significance or
symbolism of certain elements in the landscape or of the sites themselves. In this sense, the
potential amount of information that Palaeolithic rock art sites can provide is evident. This
poster will present the preliminary results of a study on the location and setting of a large
group of caves in the Nalón River Basin (Asturias, North Spain) containing parietal art of
pre-Magdalenian chronology. The research has aimed to determine whether this type of site
displays a relatively common location pattern.
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